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UNIVERSITY SYSTEM EXTENDS DEADLINES FOR FIREFIGHTERS 
M ISSOULA-
Montana University System students who are fighting the forest fires ravaging the West 
don’t have to choose between their jobs and their education. The University System will extend 
registration, financial aid, housing and other deadlines for those students until Sept. 25 — three 
weeks after fall semester classes begin.
MUS Commissioner of Higher Education Richard Crofts said the arrangements were 
made to enable students to continue fighting fires through the worst of the fire season. The 
extended deadlines also apply to affected National Guard members who have been called to help 
with firefighting efforts.
“These students are putting themselves in harm’s way to protect lives, property and our 
environment,” Crofts said. “We want to do everything we can to remove uncertainty about their 
education from their already-stressed lives.
“Ail students need to weigh carefully a decision to make a late start, however, as this 
could put them at a disadvantage academically,” he said. “For those who decide not to enroll late, 
they might wish to consider courses that are available online across the University System. Most 
campus offices of continuing education can assist students in pursuing this option.”
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To take advantage of the extended deadlines and reserve a space in courses they’ve 
preregistered for, students must call their university by Friday, Aug. 18.
Students of The University of Montana, which includes UM, Montana Tech, Western 
Montana College and the Helena College of Technology, should call (406) 243-6550.
Students of Montana State University, which includes MSU, MSU-Northern, MSU- 
Billings and the Great Falls College of Technology, should call (406) 994-6650 during business 
hours or 994-5543 after 5 p.m.
Those numbers will be in operation 24 hours a day and students should leave the following 
information on the recording: name, Social Security number, name and location of the agency the 
student is working for, and the campus at which they are enrolled.
The extension applies to all students working in the firefighting effort, including those 
providing support services for fire crews.
Students whose service prevents them from returning to campus by Sept. 25 will receive 
total refunds, according to Associate Commissioner Rod Sundsted.
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